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Overview & Major Highlights

The past two weeks of the legislature have been focused on a myriad of topics,
including the Governor’s proposed budget. On February 1st, Governor Kotek
released her intended budget for the 2023-2025 biennium and its contents were
aligned closely with her stated priorities throughout her campaign and upon entering
office. Major investments in housing, behavioral and mental health, and education
were the hallmarks of the document.

Note that some of the budget lines reflect allocations that have already been made
or are simply continuing into the next biennium. Additionally, some of the requested
funds will not make it to the final budget. Now that the budget has been released,
the co-chairs of the Joint Committee on Ways and Means, Senator Elizabeth
Steiner (D – SD 17) and Representative Tawna Sanchez (D – SD 43), in
collaboration with the rest of their committee, will work to add and subtract elements
from the proposed budget. These decisions will likely be informed by the February
22nd Revenue Forecast. The top line items from Governor Kotek's budget are
summarized in our Policy Update.

 
While legislators and advocates alike work to understand the
impact of Governor Kotek’s proposed budget, committee
hearings and work sessions continued. The House Committee
on Behavioral Health and Health Care heard testimony on
several high-profile bills, including bills on behavioral health
workforce, substance use disorder (SUD) treatment, and for
the 988 System expansion. This bill is sponsored and

supported by Representative Sanchez, who provided testimony to the necessity of
bolstering resources to the 988 program so that all people in Oregon have access to
local resources. Other bills which saw a significant number of witness testimony
included House Bill 2485 which would fund educational pipelines so that Oregon has
more behavioral and mental health care providers, HB 2538 which would require
health plan coverage of mandated interpretive services, and a number of bills which
would define and expand tax credits available to providers in rural areas.  

https://www.oregon.gov/das/financial/documents/2023-25_gb.pdf
https://www.orpca.org/policy/policy-update#TOC_100
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/2023-01-27


In the Senate Committee on Health Care, fewer bills were
discussed but the committee remained active. Several bills on
incentives for dental and other provider types were heard in
the first week of February, as well as funding for Regional
Health Equity Coalitions (RHECs). SB 216 which would
amend how REAL-D and SOGI data are collected and shared
was met by several questions from committee members and
Chair Patterson ultimately carried the work session over to February 15th. Other bills
of note which expand equitable access to health care and culturally inclusive
services include SB 469 which would establish an Indian Health Scholarship
Program to support Indigenous students seeking education in health care
professions, as well as SB 584 which would establish a website through which
providers could directly access, contract, communicate with, and bill certified health
care interpreters for their services. 

Elsewhere in the capitol building, the Joint Subcommittee on
Human Services received an informational session from the
Oregon Department of Human Services’ (ODHS) Eligibility
Partnership. The Oregon Eligibility Partnership conducts
eligibility determination work (including operations, training,
and technical assistance) for the Oregon Health Authority, the
Department of Early Learning and Care, and ODHS. Towards

the end of their presentation, they shared about the challenges and opportunities
they are facing in the coming work of redetermining Oregon’s Medicaid population,
starting April 1st. To learn more about their plans, review their slide deck here or
watch the informational session here.  

Key Session Deadlines

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/260750
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2023021148


View All Activities...

 
OPCA Policy Team ActionOPCA Policy Team Action
Over the past two weeks, OPCA policy staff have continued meeting with legislators
and creating informational materials for priority bills. On Friday, February 10 we
were thrilled to join Neighborhood Health Center (NHC) in hosting Senators Campos
(D – SD 18) and Sollman (D – SD 15) for a tour of NHC’s Tanasbourne clinic. It was
a wonderful opportunity to demonstrate the value of FQHCs as well as share
OPCA’s policy priorities.If you would like to invite a lawmaker from your district to
your health center, reach out to Marty Carty at mcarty@orpca.org – to see who
represents your district, follow the link here.

In addition to following and taking action on bills moving through the legislature, the
policy team is acutely aware of the looming reality of Medicaid redetermination. They
will be hosting two Medicaid Redetermination Office Hours to share policy updates,
best practice information, and facilitate an open space for resource sharing among
members. These events will be held on February 22nd at 12:00 PM PST and March
1st at 12:00 PM PST.

Register  HereRegister  Here

 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/2023-01-27
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/2023-01-27
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/2023-01-27
mailto:mcarty@orpca.org
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/oregon.primary.care.association/viz/HealthCenterSiteMapbyStateDistricts/HealthCenterSiteMapbySelectedDistrict
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpceqtrTIpE9OiUbOFDkzmh0lyFSTIcub6


Hosting a Legislator?

Use our district specific data tool to find policy fliers
including district and statewide infographics and Oregon
Network information from HRSA.

Click here to see more

 
 

OPCA Policy Priority AreasOPCA Policy Priority Areas

OPCA is excited to release our top ten policy priorities that we will be tracking and

taking action on this session, with an interactive tracker coming to our website soon! 

Reproductive Health Care Expansion FQHC Pilot (Bill Number TBD)

Basic Health Plan (Bill Number TBD)

Our Issue Brief on Redetermination

Senate Bill 441: Dental Care Provider Incentive Program

Senate Bill 608: Professional Dispense Fee for Prescription Medications and

Pharmacy Benefit Manager Protections for 340B Covered Entities 

Our One-Pager

House Bill 2462: Expands Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics

(CCBHCs

House Bill 2555: Payment Parity for Naturopathic Doctor

House Bill 2918: Continues Mobile Health Unit Pilot Program

House Bill 3012: Pharmacy Benefit Manager Reform (Annual Reporting

Requirements)

House Bill 3013: Pharmacy Benefit Manager Reform (Claims and Contract

Pharmacies)

House Bill 3015: Pharmacy Benefit Manager Reform (Reimbursement

Restrictions

House Bill 3040: CCO Data Sharing 

Are you planning to attend the 2023 Policy & Issues Forum?
 

LOCATION
Washington, DC

 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/oregon.primary.care.association/viz/PolicyFliersbyDistrict/DistrictInfographics
https://www.orpca.org/files/Redetermination_Update.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB441
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB608
https://www.orpca.org/SB_608_Updated_2.2.23.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2462
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2555
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2918
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3012
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3013
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3015
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3040


DATE AND TIME
03/08/23 8:00am - 03/11/23 5:00pm US/Pacific 
If you are attending the conference or just plan to join us on Capitol Hill we need to know!

I'll Be There!I'll Be There!

MaybeMaybe

I Can't Make ItI Can't Make It

 

OPCA's Policy TOPCA's Policy Teameam
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Affairs Sr. Director
dsobel@orpca.org
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Director
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Pronouns: She/her/hers

  
Policy Update

 

 
Policy Tracker
(Coming Soon!)

 

 
Find Your Legislator
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https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=UaeiJI2s47n8x21hkaSRwPa7qkxWMo24L-9J2qSC4NAiUlnX01ab7p-Yeuh_OQu0hQHLqAd2mwotXQTw1PHfEkFQ6kSr_uniIiwnDwkHj6p8SOfWp2gKl9NivW0gT9ck8KL_SRAfT-Rr0aN8Lal6tggAgDEOPO7PB0VuaQ1_qE74XZwDO_BjZFD8Y5O91gYQuzWk_BooTyXFYMefTsr-aw&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=UaeiJI2s47n8x21hkaSRwPa7qkxWMo24L-9J2qSC4NAiUlnX01ab7p-Yeuh_OQu0hQHLqAd2mwotXQTw1PHfEkFQ6kSr_uniIiwnDwkHj6p8SOfWp2gKl9NivW0gT9ck8KL_SRAfT-Rr0aN8Lal6tggAgDEOPO7PB0VuaQ1_qE74XZwDO_BjZFD8Y5O91gYQuzWk_BooTyXXN6S9LkQxSg&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=UaeiJI2s47n8x21hkaSRwPa7qkxWMo24L-9J2qSC4NAiUlnX01ab7p-Yeuh_OQu0hQHLqAd2mwotXQTw1PHfEkFQ6kSr_uniIiwnDwkHj6p8SOfWp2gKl9NivW0gT9ck8KL_SRAfT-Rr0aN8Lal6tggAgDEOPO7PB0VuaQ1_qE74XZwDO_BjZFD8Y5O91gYQuzWk_BooTyWrUSvPlZJhEA&encVer=1&c=&ch=
mailto:dsobel@orpca.org
mailto:mcarty@orpca.org
mailto:malden@orpca.org
https://www.orpca.org/policy/policy-update
https://www.orpca.org/policy/policy-tracker
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=fd070b56c975456ea2a25f7e3f4289d1
mailto:communications@orpca.org
https://www.facebook.com/OregonPrimaryCareAssociation
https://twitter.com/OregonPCA
https://www.instagram.com/oregon_pca/
https://www.youtube.com/@ORPCA
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