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Work sessions have kept the House Behavioral Health and
Health Care committee busy the past couple of weeks.
Sixteen work sessions were scheduled for the first week of
March, with many carrying over to the second and third weeks
of March. Highlights include bills on mobile health units,
dental care workforce, and substance use disorder and
behavioral health workforce/programs. Among those that

passed out of committee and are moving to the House floor are House Bill 2996
which would get rid of the requirement that dental assistants take a written test for
radiological proficiency to be certified and House Bill 2486 allowing pharmacy
technicians to administer immunizations. In addition, several Public Hearings were
held, including an entire session dedicated to House Bill 2697 which would require
hospitals to establish nurse staffing ratios. Other bills heard last week would require
the Oregon Health Authority to study access to behavioral and mental health care in
rural areas. 

On the Senate Health Care side, members similarly hosted
multiple work sessions. Bills of note include Senate Bill 487
to establish grants for dental sealant programs and Senate
Bill 216 regarding collection of REAL-D and SOGI – both
were passed out of committee. The Committee also held
Public Hearings on Senate Bill 490 which would direct the
Oregon Medical Board to partner with the Oregon Academy
of Family Physicians to promote their family medicine residency training program, as
well as Senate Bill 972 requiring the Oregon Health Authority to transition from a
federally-facilitated marketplace to a state- based marketplace by November of
2026, among many others. Both these bills, and others heard in the past two weeks,
have Work Sessions scheduled in the coming days.  

Key Session DeadlinesKey Session Deadlines

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2996
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2486
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2697
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB487
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB216
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB490
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB972
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2023021297
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The first week of March, the
OPCA Policy Team submitted
testimony in support of House
Bill 2918 and its companion
House Bill 2925, which is a
continuation of funding and
oversight for Racism is a Public
Health Crisis legislation.

OPCA's policy team, along with 22 CHC staff and board members, met with
Oregon's eight Members of Congress last Thursday during NACHC's Policy and
Issues Forum in Washington, DC. Oregon's delegation discussed the upcoming
reauthorization of health center funding, saving 340B funding and innovative ways to
address the ongoing workforce shortages. Both of Oregon's senators were receptive
and remain committed to Oregon's health centers; in the House of Representatives,
our delegation did a great job educating and prioritizing our asks for our newly
seated representatives. Remember, Oregon gained a seat from the last census and
with Representative's Walden's retirement, we have 4 newly appointed House of

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/2023-01-27
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/2023-01-27
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/2023-01-27
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/57464


Representatives members. The work continues, and we look forward to your
continued engagement whether that means joining us at the Capitol next year,
hosting your Member of Congress at your health center, or taking their
call/answering their email!

The FQHCs represented at the Forum are listed below – we are beyond grateful for
your engagement and robust participation: 

Multnomah County Health Center 
Yakima Valley Farmworker’s Clinic 
La Pine
Mosaic Community Health
Community Health Center of Benton and Linn Counties 
Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center 
One Community Health
La Clinica
Asher
Wallace
Rogue Community Health
Siskiyou Community Health Center 

Talking points and resources were provided by the National Association of
Community Health Centers and those documents can be found here.
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Reproductive Health FQHC Pilot Program (House Bill 2002) – This bill is
included in a large package concerning reproductive health equity and access.
See page 13 of the bill to read text on the FQHC Pilot Program. Bill was
referred to the House Committee on Behavioral Health and Health Care with
subsequent referral to the Joint Committee on Ways and Means. 
OPCA One-Pager Linked Here.
Basic Health Plan (Bill Number TBD) – There are no additional updates at
this time. May be addressed in the legislative budget. 
OPCA Issue Brief on Redetermination Linked Here.
Dental Care Provider Incentive Program (Senate Bill 441) – Public Hearing
held in the Senate Health Care Committee on January 30th, no further
scheduled events at this time.
Professional Dispense Fee for Prescription Medications and Pharmacy
Benefit Manager Protections for 340B Covered Entities (Senate Bill 608)
– Referred to the Senate Committee on Health Care, no further scheduled
events at this time. 
OPCA One-Pager Linked Here.
Expands Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs)
(Senate Bill 624) – This bill was heard in the Senate Health Care Committee
on February 20th and OPCA provided oral testimony. There are no further
scheduled events at this time. 

https://www.multco.us/multnomah-county-community-health-centers-0
https://www.yvfwc.com/
https://www.lapinehealth.org/
https://mosaicch.org/
https://www.bentonlinnhealthcenters.org/
https://virginiagarcia.org/
https://www.onecommunityhealth.org/
https://laclinicahealth.org/
https://asherhealth.org/about-us
https://mywallace.org/
https://roguecommunityhealth.org/
https://siskiyouhealthcenter.com/
https://www.hcadvocacy.org/hillday2023/
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2002/Introduced
https://www.orpca.org/HB 2002 Reproductive Health Care One-Pager.pdf
https://www.orpca.org/Redetermination Update 2.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB441
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB608
https://www.orpca.org/SB_608_Updated_2.2.23.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB624/Introduced


Payment Parity for Naturopathic Doctors (House Bill 2555) – Public
Hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, March 15th in the House Committee on
Behavioral Health and Health Care at 3:00 PM. Click here if you are
interested in submitting written testimony and feel free to reach out to the
OPCA Policy Team for support. 
Continues Mobile Health Unit Pilot Program (House Bill 2918) – OPCA
submitted written testimony in support of House Bill 2918 and its companion
bill 2925, which you can read here. This bill and its companion are scheduled
for a work session on March 13th at 3:00 PM. 
Pharmacy Benefit Manager Reform (House Bill 3012) (Annual Reporting
Requirements) – Public Hearing was held in the House Behavioral Health and
Health Care Committee on January 25th and has seen no further action since.
Pharmacy Benefit Manager Reform (House Bill 3013) (Claims and Contract
Pharmacies) – Public Hearing was held in the House Behavioral Health and
Health Care Committee on January 25th, no further action since. 
Pharmacy Benefit Manager Reform (House Bill 3015) (Reimbursement
Restrictions) – Public Hearing was held in the House Behavioral Health and
Health Care Committee on January 25th, no further action since. 
CCO Data Sharing (House Bill 3040) – Public Hearing held in the House
Committee on Behavioral Health and Health Care (OPCA and other FQHC
stakeholders provided oral comments, see recording here) on February 22nd.
No further meetings are scheduled at this time.
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Recognizing the looming reality of Medicaid Redetermination in Oregon, there will
be a regular update with resources for health centers in the Legislative Report. The
Oregon Health Authority (OHA) and the Oregon Department of Human Services
(ODHS) will begin sending renewal notices on April 1st. These renewals will be sent
in a phased approach by subpopulation, with those easiest to renew frontloaded and
those who may need more outreach and engagement backloaded in the process. It
is vital to remind your patients to update their contact information in the ONE
System so they get their renewal paperwork – reminders should be given at every
point of patient engagement!

Not sure what Medicaid Redetermination is? Read our issue brief linked here.
For resources on how patients can update their contact information, click here.
To sign up for OHA's "Keep Covered" newsletter, follow this link.
Read Oregon's Unwinding the Public Health Emergency Report and learn
more about enrollment plan timelines here.
For redetermination support, find your Regional Community Partner &
Outreach Program Coordinator here.

 
 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2555
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Testimony/HBHHC/HB/2555/2023-03-15-15-00?area=Measures
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2918
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/PublicTestimonyDocument/57464
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3012
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3013
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3015
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3040
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2023021127
https://one.oregon.gov/
https://www.orpca.org/Redetermination Update 2.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PHE/Pages/phe-renew-your-coverage.aspx
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDHS/signup/35855
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PHE/Documents/HB-4035-Legislative-Report.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PHE/Documents/PHE-Unwinding-Timeline.pdf


Hosting a Legislator?

Use our district specific data tool to find policy fliers
including district and statewide infographics and Oregon
Network information from HRSA.

Click here to see more
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Oregon Primary Care Association | 623 SW Oak St., Suite 300, Portland, OR 97204

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/oregon.primary.care.association/viz/PolicyFliersbyDistrict/DistrictInfographics
mailto:dsobel@orpca.org
mailto:mcarty@orpca.org
mailto:malden@orpca.org
https://www.orpca.org/policy/policy-update
mailto:communications@orpca.org
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=fd070b56c975456ea2a25f7e3f4289d1
https://www.facebook.com/OregonPrimaryCareAssociation
https://twitter.com/OregonPCA
https://www.instagram.com/oregon_pca/
https://www.youtube.com/@ORPCA
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http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:dsobel@orpca.org
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